And\Nethe!

A NEW ART DISTRICT
SPRINGS UP DOWNTOWN 3

| \\ kpAesszﬁ‘

ht: If yoxgan’t

k em, Jml/z em!

NOVEMBER 29—6ECEMBE? 5, 2007
ISSUE 635 $2.99 TIMEOUTNEWYORK.COM




Seek

Dating

Cash advances s uiiaison

l-bankers reveal how they
spotgold diggers.

A few weeks ago, a suspiciously bold

postappeared on Craigslist from a self-
avowed beauty searching fora
husband who “makes at leasthalfa
million.” The unabashedly belligerent
response—froma guy who
supposedly makes that much—
dismissed her plea as “acrappy
business deal.” As he wrote, “Your
looks will fade and my money will
likely continue into perpetuity.” He got
her good, that gold digger!

That the handle isattributed
primarily to women, and is sexist,
doesn't deter a certain set from
denouncing “those types of women”
witha vigor normally reserved for
rapists and closeted gay Republicans.
“There's nothing to suggest that there
aren't men who date women for their
money,” points out Johnson & Johnson
scion Jamie Johnson, who made the
documentary Born Rich. K-Fed,
anyone?

“Ithink that says more about the
people with money and their anxiety
than it doesabout anything else," he
elaborates. “Many wealthy guysare
overly concerned with it.”

They sureare! | asked a few of these
men about their techniques for
spotting such ladies—at best, they
were misguided, at worst, pathetic.

Keith, 27, a former investment
banker, says that he avoids gold
diggers by “talking about[his] favorite
vintage of boxed wine, or international
affairs.” Hisreasoning hasitthat
women interested in men with money
couldn't possibly care about world
events—or Franzia,

Then heasks: “Whatis the
chemical composition of pyrite? And
if I told you that my bank account is
full of it, would vou still sleep with
me?" Puke. I hope every woman
answers: “What is the chemical
composition of blue balls? You'll have
plenty of time o look that up tonight,
because I'm out of here.”

Julia@timeoutny.com

TimSykes, 26, one of the stars of
Wall Street Warriors, says that his net
waorth is $600,000, “T've dated a few
gold diggers—it's the curse of making
81 million before your 22nd birthday.
Now thatI'moff my highs, I can't
afford them anymore. So, 1 avoid them
by not wearing nice clothes, working
20-hour days and avoiding certain
spots, like Tenjeune and Pastis.”

Another thirtysomething banker
(who wishes toremain anonymous),
saysthat heactually checksagirl's
closet, since “not only does it give you
asense of herstylebut if it's filled with
stuff like Gucci and she hasa mediocre
job, then chalk it up as a good night of
fun and exit." Forget gold digger; she's
going to think she's dating a thieving
trannie when she finds him
rummaging through her wardrobe.

One woman e-mailed me that her
wealthy male friends claim “they can
spota gold digger halfway through the
firstdate.” How? “Tell-tale signs
includea woman who doesn'thavea
large, long-term pian for herself and
her career, whoisn't that interested in
anything outside of herself, and who
has overdeveloped interests in things
suchas yoga and shopping.” Ah ves!
Yogaand shopping. The testshould be
more sophisticated—"Do you eat
food? Breathe? GOLD DIGGER!"

My friend Liz, 26, a banker, scoffed
attheirrational fear of money-over-all
dating. Most of her friends are “into
men whoare well-educated, smartand
ambitious. Money generally comes
with those things. [ These friends], it
should benoted, went to Ivy League
schools and work at good jobs. So why
shouldn't they look for similar things?”

Besides, timesare different—be
careful how youjudge. A lawyer |
dated called mea I
gold digger,” savs Andrea.
“Ipointed out I make more
money than himand then
informed him that we just
brokeup.”

—» E-mail herar
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Instead of shelling
out for opening night
tickets to the Met's
upcoming opera
about the Grimm
Brothers' tale, checs
outthe free Hansel
and Gretel art show
at the Metropolitan
Opera's Gallery Met.
17 artists—including
photographer Willi
Wegman, cartoonist
Roz Chast and pain
John Currin—found
muses in the two
wandering siblings.
Lobby of the
Metropolitan Opera,
Lincoln Center,
ColumbusAve at 65t7
St(212-799-3100).

Eschew candy-covered houses for the sweet creations at
Nougatine, the cafe tucked inside Jean-Georges. Over
cucumber-and-gin cocktails ($30 for two) and blackberry-tart
soufflés ($18 for two) let your companion know that he
doesn't need to follow a trail of bread crumbs to your bed at
the end of the night. 1 Central Park West between 60th and

61st Sts (212-299-3900). —Helen Yun
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Guy: “That'sacute outfit...
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